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severity It moulded the race within and without and gave the people
that character and those characteristics that make them Its greatness
will endure as long as its peculiarities persist When all those
ingrained Shintoistic qualities begin to disappear and Old Japin has
faded out of the fibre, then Japan will have had her day and begin
to slip back
Japan has always translated this intense spiritual entity into terms
of everyday life through an endless procession of active symbols al
ways to be found half concealed somewhere beneath the surface of
most modern engines, structures and institutions
5    Family Life
Another special feature of the Japanese people is their enviable
family life that keeps them together by teaching lessons of co opera
tion and sacrifice for the mutual good
In the majority of the hard working peasant class of Japan is still to
be found the bulwark of Old Japan and all that it stands for Wives
and daughters toil with the men exceptionally hard from morn to
night, uncomplainingly and even cheerfully Hired laborers work
for small pay, but they are so frugal that they manage to save
something' For years, girl coolies have coaled the great steamers
at Nagasaki, while in the mountain districts one meets women
earners bearing staggering burdens Although the life of the peas
ants thus may be devoted to the tireless machine of labor, it is in
no sense primitive It is all part of a cultured civilization, at th<*
foundation of which is Shinto
The family is regarded as an organic whole with no negligible
parts, the welfare of the whole being the sole consideration, even to
the sacrifice of any part I have dealt with this question in a sub
sequent chapter
6    Politest Nation
Japanese are the politest nation I have seen during my travels round
the world    Americans, Italians, Austrians, Persians, and Chinese, too,